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millions of idols to represent Mm." Some of these men
will go further and assert that Brahma, Vishnu and
Siva, Krishna and Kali, Rama and Sita, Ganesha and all
the other gods are really only different manifestations of
the one supreme Bra Jim, and represent him in different
aspects.

Such men usually defend the use of idols as aids to
worship, on the ground that the common people cannot
rise to abstract truth and need the concrete visible image
to help them to worship the Unseen. " Idols/* they say,
" are only object lessons for the ignorant masses."
Certain it is that by the idols and the ceremonies the
temple-priests have their living !

Yet there remains the great fact that the outstanding
characteristic of India is her devotion to the gods she
reveres.